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Correct nomenclature is a prerequisite for the 
avoidance of misunderstandings caused by symbols 
and language. Like its predecessors (‘Collected 
Tentative Rules . . .’ 1973 and 1975) this volume 
is presented as a service to the biochemical com- 
munity. Although the material in this book represents 
in nearly all cases documents that have been pub- 
lished previously in various biochemical journals 
(mainly in the European Journal of Biochemistry) 
it is very helpful that this valuable compilation is 
now available as a whole. It includes all Recommen- 
dations issued by the IUPAC-IUB Commission on 
Biochemical Nomenclature (CBN) as well as sec- 
tions E (stereochemistry), F (natural products) and 
H (isotopically modified compounds) of the IUPAC 
rules for the nomenclature of organic chemistry. 
It also includes documents on the presentation of 
biochemical equilibrium data, of abbreviations and 
symbols, and of bibliographic references. Further- 
more, it includes a document on the protein data 
bank and recommendations for the nomenclature 
of human immunoglobulins and the surprisingly few 
trivial names. Naturally, those few sections from 
earlier documents that have been superseded by later 
publications are omitted. 
The main part of this well-printed book contains 
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the recommendations of the CBN and covers amino 
acids, peptides, the one-letter notation for amino 
acid sequences, conformation of polypeptide chains, 
peptide hormones, multiple forms of enzymes, 
nucleic acids, lipids, steroids, quinones, carotenoids, 
tocopherols, carbohydrates, cyclitols, phosphorus- 
containing compounds, folic acids, vitamin Be and 
corrinoids. At the end of the table of contents is 
given a useful list of documents not published in 
this volume, but of interest to biochemists (as, e.g., 
SI Units or Enzyme Nomenclature of Nomeclature 
of Organisms). It was not possible to include the 
sections A,B,C and D of the Nomenclature of Organic 
Chemistry in this book, but they all are now available 
from Pergamon Press. Doubtless, this compendium 
together with its companion on Enzyme Nomen- 
clature will be the most important recourse for 
resolving questions in biochemical nomenclature for 
many years. Although it might be difficult to make 
corrections in such a photoprinted book I suggest 
that in the next edition corrections are indicated in 
the place of mistakes occurring, so as to avoid addi- 
tional correction lists as given on pages 77,84,87, 
12 1, 195 and 2 11. This would be very helpful for all 
readers in future. 
Peter Bohley 
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